
Chief Justice’s statement on masks in court 

 

Auckland will move to Alert Level 2 from 11:59 pm on Sunday 30 August 2020, with additional limits 

for at least a week.   The rest of the country remains at Alert Level 2.    

The Right Honourable Dame Helen Winkelman Chief Justice of NZ issued a media statement on 28 
August 2020 outlining the advice on wearing masks in court. 

The Chief Justice has advised that, because of concerns about community transmission of COVID-19, 
all those attending courts in the Auckland region should wear masks in public spaces and courtrooms.  
Those attending court will be reminded of this at the security screening stations.   Attendees will be 
offered a mask if they do not already have one.  

Counsel, defendants, parties and witnesses may be required to remove masks when speaking in court 
or otherwise by judicial direction. 

 

The Chief Justice reminded court participants of the safety and hygiene arrangements the Ministry 

of Justice has in place in all courthouses at Alert Level 2.  An enhanced cleaning regime continues, 

appropriate physical distancing arrangements are in place and there are supplies of masks, gloves 

and hand sanitiser for all participants at court.    

  

In accordance with courts’ protocols for operation at Alert Level 2, the wearing of masks is 

encouraged in courts elsewhere in the country.  

  

 

Resources:  

Media statement: Masks in court from 31 August 2020 < https://www.courtsofnz.govt.nz/assets/20-

08-28-August-Media-Release-5.pdf>  
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